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ONE HUNDRED BEST RECORDINGS

Listed here is a selection of 100 Compact Discs, chosen from the many reviewed in these pages. Most are those which have been given a three star rating (***) for performance and good or at least adequate rating for performance too. This selection is a personal choice and of course cannot be said to include every important artist in the field, and not all the music will appeal to all ears, but taken in conjunction with the reviews this listing can offer a basic starting point in building a library.

                               Steve   Harris 

Cannonball Adderley: “In San Francisco”

Fantasy VDJ1530 

Cannonball Adderley. “Spontaneous Combustion”      RCA ZD70816 

Cannonball Adderley and Bill Evans 

“Know What I Mean?” 

VDJ1518 

Louis Armstrong “Great Original

Performances” BBC CD 597

Louis Armstrong (And Ella Fitzgerald).

Porgy And Bess/Verve 825 373 

Count Basie: “Basie Big Band” 

Pablo J33J 20048 

Count Basie: “The Atomic Mr Basie”

Vogue VG561 600008 

Count Basie: “Kansas City Seven”

MCA MCAD5656 

George Benson: “The Silver Collection”

Verve 823 450 

Sidney Bechet: “Platinum For Sidney Bechet”

Vogue VG651 600026 

Art Blakey And The Jazz Messengers: 

“For Minors Only” Affinity CD CHARLY 23 

Art Blakey: And The All-Star Messengers

“Baysound” R32J 1004 

Art Blakey And The Jazz Messengers: 

“Album Of The Year”/Spotlight CD CDSPG155 

Clifford Brown (and Max Roach) – 

“In Concert” Vogue VG651 600032 

Clifford Brown (and Max Roach): 

“Study In Brown” EmArcy 814 646 

Clifford Brown (and Max Roach): 

“At Basin Street” EmArcy 814 648 

Dave Brubeck: “Time Out”

CBS CD62068 

Gary Burton: “Chick Corea And Gary Burton

In Concert” ECM 821 415 

Gary Burton: “Real Life Hits” 

ECM 825 235 

Benny Carter: “Further Definitions”

MCA MCAD-5651

John Coltrane: “Soultrane” 

Prestige VDJ1502 

“John Coltrane And The Jazz Giants”

Prestige FCD-60-014 

John Coltrane: “A Love Supreme” 

MCA MCAD5660 

“Chick Corea And Gary Burton In Concert”

ECM 821 415 

Chick Corea: “Trio Music.Live In Europe”

ECM 827 769 

Miles Davis: “Cookm' With The Miles Davies 

Quintet”   Prestige VDJ1512 

Miles Davis: “Kind Of Blue” 

CBS CDCBS 62066 

Miles Davis: “Sketches Of Spain”

CBS CD62327 

Duke Ellmgton: “Jazz Cocktail”

ASV AJA 5024R 

Duke Ellmgton (with Johnny Hodges): 

“Side By Side”

Verve 821 578 

“Duke Ellington In The 60s” 

RCA PD89565 

Bill Evans: “Everybody Digs Bill Evans”

Fantasy VDJ 1527 

“Bill Evans Trio 64”

Verve 815 057 

Bill Evans: “Quiet Now” 

Affinity CD CHARLY 25 

Gil Evans (Kenny Burrell) Guitar 

“Forms”    Verve 825 576 

Ella Fitzgerald “The Cole Porter Songbook”

Vol 1/Verve 821 989 

Ella Fitzgerald (and Louis Armstrong) 

“Porgy And Bess” Verve 827 475 

Ella Fitzgerald (and Count Basie) 

“On The Sunny Side Of The Street”

Verve 821 576 

Ella Fitzgerald “The Songbooks”

Verve 823 445 

“Stan Getz And Oscar Peterson” 

The Silver Collection. Verve 827 826 

“Stan Getz And Joao Gilberto” 

Getz/ Gilberto/Verve 810 048 

Dizzy Gillespie – “Dee Gee Days”

RCA ZD70517

Dexter Gordon: “Go!”

Blue Note CDP 746094 

Dexter Gordon: “Our Man In Pans”

Blue Note CDP 7 46394 

Coleman Hawkins: 

“Coleman Hawkins Encounters Ben Webster”

Verve 823 120

Billie Holiday: 

“Fine And Mellow. 1939 and 1944”

Commodore 8. 24055 

Billie Holiday: “The Legend Of Bille Holiday”

MCA DBH TV1 

Billie Holiday: “The Billie Holiday Songbook”

Verve 823 246 

Abdullah Ibrahim (Dollar Brand) 

“Water From An Ancient Well”

Black Hawk Bellaphon BKH 50207 

Milt Jackson: 

“From Opus De Jazz To Jazz Skyline”

RCA ZD70815 

Milt Jackson: “Milt Jackson Plus Count Basie

Plus The Big Band”  Vol 2

Pablo J33J 20054 

Keith Jarrett: “The Koln Concert”

ECM 810 067 

Keith Jarrett: “Standards.Live”

ECM 827 827

Quincy Jones: “Birth Of A Band”

EmArcy 822 469 

Roland Kirk: “We Free Kings”

EmArcy 826 455 

B.B. King:  “The Best of B.B. King” Vol.2

Ace CDCH199 

Wynton Marsalis – “An American Hero”

Kingdom CD GATE 7018 

Wynton Marsalis “Black Codes”

CBS Sony 32DP 276 

Wynton Marsalis: “J Mood”

Columbia CK 40308 

Pat Metheny: 

“As Falls Wichita,So Falls Winchita Falls”

ECM 821 416 

Charles Mingus: 

“The Black Saint And The Sinner Lady”

MCA MCAD-5649 

Charles Mingus: “Mingus Revisited”

EmArcy 826 498

Modern Jazz Quartet – “Echoes”

Pablo 1311 241 

Thelonious Monk: 

“Thelonious Alone In San Francisco”

Riverside VDJ-1549 

Thelonious Monk – 

“Thelonious Monk With John  Coltrane”

Riverside VDJ-1510

Thelonious Monk: “Brilliant Corners”

Riverside VDJ 1526 

Wes Montgomery “Full House”

Riverside VDJ-1508 

Wes Montgomery: “Round Midnight”

Affinity CD CHARLY 13 

Jelly Roll Morton:“Great Original Prformances”

BBC CD 604 

Gerry Mulligan: The Silver Collection

“Gerry Mulligan Meets The Saxophonists”

Verve 827 436 

Gerry Mulligan: “Night Lights”

Mercury 818 271

Gerry Mulligan:

“Soft Lights And Sweet Music”

Concord CCD-4300 

Charlie Parker – “Bird”

The Savoy Recordings RCA ZD70737

Charlie Parker: “Bird and Diz”

Verve 831 133 

Charlie Parker – “Now's The Time”

Verve 825 671

Joe Pass: “Virtuoso”

Pablo 3112-15 

Art Pepper: 

“Art Pepper Meets The Rhythm Section”

Contemporary VDJ-1556

Art Pepper: “Art Pepper Plus Eleven”

Contemporary VDJ 1578 

Art Pepper: (Milcho Leviev Quartet) 

“Blues For The Fisherman”

Mole CD MOLE 1 PLUS 

Oscar Peterson:

“A Jazz Portrait of Frank Sinatra”

Verve 825 769 

Oscar Peterson (with Milt Jackson):

“Very Tall” Verve 827 821 

Oscar Peterson: “We Get Requests”

Verve 810047 

“Oscar Peterson Big Six At The Montreux

Jazz Festival 1975” Pablo J33J 20050 

Bud Powell – “The Scene Changes”

Blue Note CDP 7 46529 

Django Reinhardt (original recordings) 

Pathe EMI 746 5012 

Buddy Rich: 

“Lionel Hampton Presents Buddy Rich”

Kingdom CD GATE 7011 

Max Roach: “In The Light”

Soul Note SN- 1053CD 

Max Roach (featuring Anthony Braxton

“Birth And Rebirth”

Black Saint BSR 0024 CD 

Sonny Rollins: “Sonny Rollins Plus Four”

Prestige VDJ-1524

Sonny Rollins: “Saxophone Colossus”

Prestige VDJ-1501 

Sonny Rollins: “Way Out West”

Contemporary CA/802/98 600 

Archie Shepp: “On Green Dolphin Street”

Denon 38C38 7262

Jimmy Smith – “The Cat” 

Verve 810 046 

Sonny Stitt: “Pow!” 

Roulette ECD 59049 

Sarah Vaughan: “Sarah Vaughan”

EmArcy 814 641 

Sarah Vaughan: 

“The Rodgers And Hart Songbook”

EmArcy 824 864 

Sarah Vaughan: 

“Sarah Vaughan And Billy Eckstme Sing The Irvmg Berlin Songbook”

EmArcy 824 864 

Dinah Washington: “Dinah Jams”

EmArcy 814 639 

Ben Webster – 

“Ben Webster Meets Oscar Peterson”

Verve 829 167 

Lester Young: “The Savoy Recordings”

RCA ZD70819

